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[ * 2 4-] 
that I have already fhewn how the principal Thano- 
mena of Electricity may be accounted for, upon 
the few Principles I have laid down ; and how- 
ever in different Experiments the Effects produced 
may either be varied, or increafed, I doubt not but 
they may ail be cafily accounted for from the fame 
Principles; as I (hall willingly attempt to make ap- 
pear at fome more convenient Time, mould it be 
thought neceffary. In the mean time I have the 
Pleafure to fubferibe myfelf, 

Gentlemen, 
Tour mofi obedient humble Servant y 

John Ellicott. 



XII. A 'brief account of a Roman TefTera, by 
Mr. John Ward F. R. S. & Prof. Rhetor. 
Grejh. 

Head March 3. r ■ ^HE brafs plate, which accompanies 

1747 ' JL ^^ P a P cr > an ^ h as b ecn tne occa- 

sion of it, was dug up fome time mice at Markct- 
ftreet in Bedfordfhire 3 which lies in the Roman 
road called Watlingftreet, about five miles on this 
fide Dunftable; and was brought to the Society by 
their worthy Member, Samuel Clark Efqj. 

The 
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The infcription ingraven on the two iides is, 

TES. DEI. MAR Seetf * 

T A li 
SEDIARVM * 

Which Words may, as 1 apprehend, be read at 
length in the following manner : 

Tejfera T>ei Martis Sediamm. 

The firft abbreviated word t es. I take to ftand 
for TeJJera, a dye or cube {a), fo called from the 
Greek word riojapx or T«wsf *, four ; refpeel: be- 
ing had to its number of fides, diftinct from the 
two horizontal planes, above and below. And un- 
der this confederation it was diftinguifhed from the 
Talus, which being round at each end contained 
only four planes or faces, whereon it could ftand, 
and therefore when thrown had no more than two 
fide faces in view. Hence ludere talis et tefferis 
are fpoken of by Roman writers as two different 
games (b). 

But if this was the firft and original notion of the 
word Tejfera, it was applied afterwards to many 
other things; and that not fo much from a fknili- 
tude in the figure, as from the relation they bore 
to fome other thing, of which they were the figo 
or token ; as the points, on the upper plane of the 
dye denoted the good or ill fuccefs of the caft. To 
recite the feveral ufes of this word would both be 
tedious and unneceffary ; and therefore I fhall men- 
tion fome few only, from which the defign of this 
plate may the more eafiiy appear. 

And 



(a) Macrob. Inform, Scip, lib, II. cap, 2. (ir), Cic De 

fewft. cap, 1 6, 
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And I fhall begin with the Tejfera kofjjitaiis, 
which was cirhcr public or private. As to the for- 
mer, wc find among the inferiptions published by 
Gruter inftances of two municipal towns, who put 
rhemfclves under the patronage of a Roman gover- 
nor. And the reciprocal ingagement between them, 
which was ingraved on two copper plates, in the 
form of an oblong fquare, with a pediment at the 
top, is called in both tessera hospitalis (a). 
The defign of the latter was to cultivate and main- 
tain a lafting freindfnip between private pcrfons, 
and their families ; and gave a mutual claim to the 
contracting parties, and their defcendants, of a re- 
ception and kind treatment at each others houfes, 
as occafion offered. For which end it was requi- 
site, that thofe Tefferae fhould be fo contrived, as 
might beft preferve the memory of that tranfaction 
to pofterity (i>). And one method of doing this 
was by dividing one of them lengthwife into two 
equal parts, upon each of which one of the parties 
wrote his name, and interchanged it with the other. 
A draught of one made of bone, and fo divided, 
may be feen in Thomafinus, with the name of the 
perfon on each part. Upon one of them is, 

POLYNICES 
AS CAN 10. F. 

And upon the other, 

CLAPHYR 
ANDRAE.M. I. F. 

The 



(a) Pag. cccLXlli ccclxiii, (b) Phut, Pcenuh v. i, 

22. v, 2. 87. 
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The names arc writen on the infide ; and when the 
two parts were put together, they made a cylinder {a). 
Prom this cuftom came the proverbial expreffion, 
tejferam hofpitakm confringere ; which was applied 
to thofe perfons, who violated their engagements (b). 

The tejferaefrumentariae arc often mentioned by 
Roman writers, which were fmail tallies given by 
the emperors to the populace at Rome, intitling 
them to the reception of a certain quantity of corn 
from the public at ftated feafons. And thofe, who 
were potTcffed of them, when they did not want the 
corn, fometimes fold them to others; as we learn 
from the fatyrift, when he fais : 

SummuU neper eat, qua vilis tejfera "venit 

Frumenti (c). 

The perfon, who had the infpection of thefc tef- 
ferae, and distributed the corn to thofe, who pro- 
duced them, feems to have been called tejferarms ; 
as Tignorius obferves from a funeral monument, 
inferibed symphoro tesserario ser. caesaris [d). 
Thefe tejferae were firft made of wood, as appears 
from the words of Tliny, where treating upon the 
nature and properties of trees he fais, Ligujlra tef- 
fens utiliffima (<?). But Fabretti has published the 
draughts of two of them made of ftone, in the form 
of cylinders, and of the fame iize with the originals. 
The length of them is fomewhat fhort of three itches, 
the diameter three quarters of an inch, and the fol- 



lowing 



(a) De teffir. hofpital. cap. 15. (b) Plant. Cljlell. 11. 1. 29. 

(c) Juvenal. Sat. vrt. 174. ~ (d) De fervis, pag. 318. ea? 

1674, oEl. (e) H. N. Lib. xvi. cap. 8. § 31. 

Go- 
a 
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lowing infcriptions cut upon them contain the names 
of the perfons, to whom they belonged : 

TORQVATVS LVPVS 

CREOP.D.I. PELORI ' ' 

Where d. i. the two laft letters in each infeription 
ftand, as he fuppofes, for die prima men/ts, the time 
appointed for receiving the corn (a). 

There was alfo another fort of tejfera, not much 
unlike thefe, which intitled perfons to a fight of the 
public games and other diverfions 5 but they are ge- 
nerally made in the form of an oblong fquare. < Pig- 
norius has given us the draught of one in his own pof- 
fefllon, which confided of ivory. Upon one of the 
fides is the name philomvsvs pereli, on the next 
spectavit, on the third a trident, and upon the 
fourth a palm branch (b) > the two laft of which 
plainly fhew, that it was given for admiflion to the 
combats of the gladiators. Others of them had on 
different fides the name of the perfon, with the day, 
on which the fiiow was exhibited, and the names 
of the confuls at that time. Inftances of thefe may 
be feen in Thomafinus> one of which, as he fais, 
was made of yellow glafs (**). 

But the tejfera militaris moft frequently occurs 
in the Roman hiftorians, which was the fignal given 
by the general, or cheif commander of an army, as 
a direction to the foldiers for puting in execution 
any duty or fervice required of them. This upon 
urgent occafions was only vocal; as for a fudden 

march. 



(a) Infiript. antiq. pag. 530. (i) Ubi fupra, peg. 38. 

(:) De tejf. ho [pit at. cap. 15. 
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march, or an attack upon the enemy. Bat in ordi- 
nary cafes, as for feting the watch, taking their 
diner, or the like, it was writen on a tablet. Tho 
in either way it was firft given by the general 
to the officers next in rank, and from them to 
the fubalterns, till it came to the perfon, whofe 
province it was to communicate it to the foldiers in 
each company. This tablet was commonly made of 
wood, as appears from Tolybius, who calls it %v?jfiov, 
a fmall piece of wood (a). The fgnal inferibed 
upon it was very fhort, and ufually comprifed in 
one or two word. ; as vicfori:-,, palma, virtus, 
T)eus nobifcum, triumphus imperatoris, mention 'd 
by Vegetius (b) ; with many others of the like na- 
ture, which may be fcen in antient writers. The 
perfon, whofe office it was to impart the fignal im- 
mediacy to the foldiers, is by Vegetius called tejfe- 
rarius {c). Hence in Gruter's inferiptions we meet 

With AVRE. IANVARIVS. TESSERARIVS. LEG. XIII, and 
C. GALERIO. C. LIB. AGATHON. TESSERARIO. COH. XII. 
PRAET. MILITVM, as alfo L.POMPEIO. L.F. POMP. 
REBVRRO. TESSERARIO. IN. CENTVR IA... (^}. By which 

different forms of expreiTion compared together one 
would be lead to conclude, that every century had 
its tejferarius, from whom the foldiers immediatiy 
received the fignal; and that when the legion or 
cohort only is mentioned, the meaning is not, that 
the perfon named in the inscription performed that 

office 



(a) Lib. vi. />*£. 479. ed. Pari/. (b) Lib. in. cap. 5. 

(c) Lib. 11. cap. 7. (d) Pag. dcvi. to. DCvin. 7. dcix. 10. 

Gg 2 
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office to the whole legion or cohort, but only to 
fome particular century in each of them. 

But befides thcfc civil and military tejjerae there 
were others, which more efpecially related to religious 
affairs, and may therefore be called facred j to which 
the infeription on this brafs plate feems to agree. For 
the rwo next words ingraven upon it, namely del 
mar. muft, I think, Hand for 'Dei Martis. And if 
the laft word sediarvm be taken for the name of a 
town, ca led Sediae, this tejfera may refpect the 
God Mars, as the tutelar deity of that place. The 
religious worfhip among the Romans confifted cheifly 
in facrifices and other public ceremonies, the expenfe 
of which in particular places was fupported either by 
the contributions of the inhabitants, pr by private 
gifts. We have an inftance of the latter in an in- 
feriprion firft publifhed by Reinejius, where it is faid, 
that L. Veratius FeliciJJimus, {a) patron of To/en- 
tium, (or Tollentium a municipal town in Italy) gave 
to the inhabitants their annual facrifices, which were 
offered on the eleventh of May for a plentiful har- 
veft. That infeription is cut on a brafs plate in the 
form of an oblong fquare, with a female buft in a 
pediment at the top, defigned very probably to re- 
prefent the deity, to whom they addrefTed. As 
the infeription is peculiar in its kind, I mall here 
give the whole of it, as it (lands in Remeftus. 

TESSERAM. 



(a) Grut> Pag, cxciv. 2, 
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T ESSE RAM. PAGANICAM 

L. VERATIVS. FELICISSI 

MVS. PATRON VS. PAGANIS 

PAGI ^TOLENTINES 

HOST I AS. LVSTR. ET. T ESS BR, 

AER. EX. VO.TO. L.D'D 

V. ID.MAIAS. FELICIT. (a) 

This is called tejfera paganka, as 1 imagine, from 
its int'itling the pagan?, or inhabitants of that town, 
to the annual claim of the facrifkes therein men- 
tioned. And fo far it agreed with the nature of a 
public tejfera, which being lodged in the hands of 
the proper officer, authorized him to collect the fe- 
veral contributions affigned for fuch religious pur- 
pofes. And of this latter fort I take the plate to 
have been, which makes the fubjecT: of ourprefent 
inquiry ; both the form and fize of it fuiting very 
well with fuch a defign, as it was portable, and 
ready to be produced, if occafion required. And 
agreably to this notion of the word tejfera the an- 
tient Gloffaries interpret tejferarius by ypa^arsvi, 
zfiribe or clerk. 

As to the following word sediarvm, tho it 
no where elfc occurs, that I know of; yet this, I 
prefume, can be no juft objection againft its being 
taken here for the name of a town, called Sediae: 
when it is confidered, how many inftances of the 
Jike nature are to be found in the inferiptions col- 
lected by Gruter and others, which give us the 

names 



(a) Apptnd. num. & 
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names of many anttent places in the Roman pro- 
vinces not mentioned by any other writers. And 
beftdes, the form of this word appears analogous to 
the names of feveral other Roman towns here in 
Britain ; as, 'Durobrovae Rochefter, Ratae Leicefter, 
Rutupiat Richborough, Spinae Spene, and fome 
others. It is not improbable, that this plate was 
found not far from the place, whofe name it bears; 
and which might be fituated among the Cateuchlanh 
as their territories are defcribed by Camden {a). 
But as I have never before feen, nor heard of any 
thing ftmilar to it, 1 4 would fubmit what is here 
offered to the judgement of the curious in thefc 
inquiries. 
G. C. Feb. 25. 

*747- John Ward. 



XIII. An Account of a very learned Divine, 
who was born with two Tongues ; commu- 
nicated to the Royal Society by Cromwell 
Mortimer M. D. &> Seer. R. S. 

jWMarch io.yN a MS. Account of the Life of the 
*747- J_ R eVv Mr. Henry Wharton, Chaplain 

to Archbifliop Sancroft, written by himfelf, I have 
met with the following Paflage : 

" Mini qu'tdem ex utero materno exeunti duplex 
* c erat Lingua, utraque ejufdemfiguraeacmagnitudinis; 
*' inferiorem exfeindendam efle clamarunt mulieres 

" obftetrices. 



(a) Britenn. fag. 275, td» 1607. 



